To Kill a Mocking Bird – CH 4&5 Questions

Chapter 4

Q1. – Explain the symbolism of the Radley’s tree roots reaching out into the road. P37 (Symbolism)
Boo Radley is trying to reach out to the community and feel less isolated. The tree roots are becoming more prominent so they’re scaring people. There’s a connection between the symbolism between the roots and trying to reach out, there a lot of danger associates with them. The children are making more and more significant contact with Boo Radley. It’s disrupting the community, Boo Radley emerges. 
Q2. – What picture do we get of Boo Radley from the gifts he gives the children? Think in terms of being: 

· Old – (the age of the pennies)

· Young (the delight in the chewing gum) 

· Thoughtful. (Character of Boo and Theme of Understanding others)
He is old due to the age of the pennies but he is childlike as he is supplying the children with chewing gum as he knows what they like. He’s put a lot of thought into what the children would like, he has put a lot of effort into it e.g. shining the pennies.  He is specifically trying to make contact with them but in a subtle way so they feel comfortable around him.
Q3. Jem is often ahead of Scout in terms of his understanding of situations (eg. he suspects that the gifts are from Boo Radley p39) yet is full of daring and mischief eg. His midnight jaunt to the Radley house in CH 6). How is this contrast important in the way that Lee is developing his character. (Character of Jem and Themes of childhood and education.)
Jem thinks things through but it shows the change in character when he does something on the spur of the moment, he regresses back to being a child. He is between being an adult and a teenager, an important stage in his life. 
Q4. When Atticus sees the children playing the game “One Man’s Family (about the Radleys) “the sun said twelve noon.” (p44) what is the meaning of this symbolism. (Symbolism).

The meaning of the symbolism is that it is “High Noon” for the children, meaning that Atticus is going to put a stop to this game.
Chapter 5
Q5. We start to see Jem’s change from boyhood to manhood. Notice that here at the beginning of the chapter Jem is still rebelling against his father’s wishes to assert his male dominance rather than thinking about what is right. (Jem’s character and structure). How is this mirrored by what Scout is doing? (P46) (Scout’s character and theme of education). 
Jem is rebelling against what Atticus said and Scout is doing so by spending more time with other people. She is spending more time with Miss Maudie learning how to be a woman while Jem is learning to be a man. 
Q6. What makes Miss Maudie different from most women in Maycomb? Do you think she is a good role-model for scout and why? (Theme of education)
She is not a typical woman from Maycomb, she spends most of her time in her garden, she is not judgemental and she does not gossip about people. She has the temerity to behave more glamorous at night. Miss  Maudie is a good role model as she is not like the other women in the town, she is understanding an less ignorant than most of the other women. 
Q7. What does the quote “some of ‘em came out of the woods…and told me me and my flowers were going to hell’ (p49) tell you about the values and that the stricter Baptist folk of Maycomb have.
The stricter people believe you should spend more time reading the bible, where as she prefers to spend time in her garden, this also reveals their strict views about a woman’s role in society.
Q8. What does Atticus’s comment that “God’s lovin’ folks like you love yourself” (p50) tell us about his wisdom? (Character of Atticus)
Atticus is promoting understanding of people’s ways who believe in God and he is saying people can look after themselves even if they are not religious.
Q9 What does the quote “Atticus Finch is the same in this house as he is on the public streets” add to your ideas about Atticus. (Character Atticus)
It shows that Atticus is consistent; he is honest and does not change his views depending on who he is with. He is a genuine man, and not hypocritical, or fake.
Q10 Notice how even Maudie, a sensible character, categorises the black people of Maycomb (p50) What does this tell us about the level of prejudice in Maycomb? (Setting)
There’s a lot of prejudice in Maycomb, it is entrenched in the society that even a sensible person who is less ignorant than others still holds prejudiced views.
Q11. What do we learn about Atticus from the passage on p(54) “What Mr Radley…. Quote and explain the most important line in this paragraph. (Atticus’s character)
`what Mr Radley did might seem peculiar to you, but it didn’t seem peculiar to him.`

Shows the themes of understanding and also that some people are different. 
